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Literacy
Fest this
weekend

World
Kidney
Day event

BY HOLLY KESTENIS

BY JEANIE BLUE

Staff Writer

Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Can your child read? That
is the question Ernie
Coney wants answered.
“How do you know,”
asks Coney, President of
the Friends of Johnson
Branch Library, as he
urges parents, grandparents, and friends to test
their children and find out.
“If what you hear pleases
you, fine. If not, come see
us at the library.”
This Saturday kicks off
the third annual James Weldon Johnson Literacy Fest,
located at 1059 18th Ave. S.
Sponsored by Friends of
the Johnson Branch Library organization and the
City of St. Petersburg, it
promises to be a day full of
fun and entertainment. All
you have to do is show up.
Preferably with a truckload
of kids.
“Everyone come as a
group,” Coney suggests.
“Bring the kids and have a
good time.”
Scheduled to run from
10 a.m. - 4 p.m., the festival
promises to pull out all the
stops. Complete with
bouncy houses, face painting, and even a hula-hoop
contest, the little ones are
sure to be entertained. For
the older crowd, sit back,
relax and take in live performances by local artists
such as the Dunedin Steppers and the Lakewood
High School Jazz Band.
So what does all this
have to do with reading?
Actually a lot.

ST. PETERSBURG – It
has been reported for many
years that hypertension (high
blood pressure) greatly increases a person’s chances for
having a stroke or heart attack, but the effects it has on
the kidneys has often gone
unmentioned.
Therefore, World Kidney
Day was organized to raise
awareness of the importance
of our kidneys to our overall
health and to reduce the frequency and impact of kidney
disease and its associated
health problems worldwide.
“The purpose of the World
Kidney Day event is to help
educate people who are nonkidney disease, pre-kidney
disease and the community at
large about kidney illness, hypertension, diabetes and the
causes of kidney failure,” said
Janice Starling-Williams.
Starling-Williams is one of
the organizers on the committee spearheading the local
World Kidney Day event to be
held March 19 at the Bayfront
Medical Center Sheen Conference Room. From 8:30 a.m.
until 2:30 p.m., attendees will
be able to share information
with physicians, healthcare
providers, local patients and
Dialysis Patient Citizens.
has
Starling-Williams
been passionate about getting
the word out about kidney disease since she was diagnosed
with kidney failure about 12
years ago. She had to educate
herself about the disease
while receiving treatments.
“I had no idea what kidney

Erica Sutherlin, director of “To Kill a Mockingbird,” is the
first African American to direct a play at St. Petersburg City Theatre.


BY HOLLY KESTENIS
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Erica Sutherlin is not your
average woman anymore.
She is currently directing
“To Kill a Mockingbird” at
the St. Petersburg City
Theatre making her the
first, the only, African
American to direct within
its walls. Ever.
This accomplishment
will undoubtedly earn her
a spot in not only the
black history archives,
but will also stand as a
beacon of hope for
women everywhere to
achieve their dreams.
“I am honored by it,

humbled by it, and I think
it’s a pretty cool accomplishment,” Sutherlin expressed when speaking of
her new legacy. But some
may wonder what took
the theater so long to hire
a black director?
“I’ve had people say,
‘It’s like 2013 and you’re
the first black director?’”
Sutherlin confided, but
she insists the theater has
welcomed her with open
arms every step of the
way.
and
“Everybody
everything has its own
journey,” she explained
stating her discussions
with the theater. “They really wanted to reach out

into the community and
bring a different demographic to the seats,” she
added, “so you have to
start doing things differently if you want to reach
out to other cultures and
populations.”
And that they have.
With the show having
opened on March 1, the
ticket sales have been remarkable and Sutherlin is
hoping the audience stays
packed and their enjoyment never ceases. In fact
some shows have been on
the verge of a sellout, so
Sutherlin recommends reserving your tickets
ahead of time.
“The show is so beau-

tiful and I’m not just saying that because I’m the
director,” she exclaimed,
excitement bursting out
of each syllable.
Sutherlin has dedicated countless hours
casting the play, overseeing the props and costumes, and directing the
actors. During the performance, she likes to sit
with the spectators and
watch not only the actors
and their amazing portrayal of a literary classic,
but the patrons as well.
“I like to watch the audience watch the show,”
explained.
Sutherlin
See PLAY, page 8

See KIDNEY, page 5
See LITERACY, page 6

Help for sexual
trauma victims
BY ELLEN KIRKLAND
Contributor

Kevin Johnson, left,
and Ernie Coney

ST. PETERSBURG –
In a quiet corner in the Tyrone Mall area, the Vet
Center is helping victims
of a very private trauma.
While survivors of military
sexual trauma (MST) are
treated with dignity and respect they are being

healed from the devastation of Post-Traumatic
Stress Disorder (PTSD).
Team leader and licensed clinical social
worker Gina Maniaci oversees this important work
while rape shield laws protect the innocent as the
healing goes on inside the
center.
See TRAUMA, page 5

L-R, Tom Weber, Anthony Manfre,
Laura Shaffer, Africa Miller,
Gina Maniaci, and Cheryl Schaub

Janice StarlingWilliams




TREAT YOUR
INJURIES NOW!

    
   
Over 34 Years in Tampa Bay
Specializing In:
Painting • Drywall • Flooring
Plumbing • Windows• Roofing
Soffit & Fascia Cabinets• Kitchen & Bath
Garage & Porch Rehabilitation
Custom Home Remodeling

Sister Dianne Hughes, Medical Referral Services, LLC

• Car Accidents • Slip and Fall
• Assistance in Documenting Your Case

CALL 24/7 (727) 557-5737

Approved Rehabilitation Contractor for: City of Tampa, Hillsborough County,
City of St. Petersburg, Pinellas County and Polk County

Tune in every Saturday on WRSB 1590AM at 10 a.m. for Sis. Dianne
Hughes Personal Injury Report. Hosted by Bro. Jarvis El-Amin

Call MICHAEL REEVES - Phone/Fax 813-238-6197
Email: reevesbuilding@verizon.net • www.ReevesBuilding.com
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COMMUNITY NEWS
We’ve moved!
ST. PETERSBURG –
Gone are the days where
there is an office for everything. In today’s electronically driven age online is
more accessible than a
storefront. Businesses all
over the country are trading in their front door locales for websites and
Facebook pages. And The
Weekly Challenger is no exception.
For the past 45 years,
The Weekly Challenger has
been the voice of the black
community in Pinellas
County, and we will continue to do just that but
without a physical address.
Don’t worry; the Challenger will still carry the
same great local stories.
Keeping you in touch and
up-to-date on community
news that will continue to
focus on local heroes who
inspire and improve our
neighborhoods.
And, of course, the
newspaper that has come
to be known as a staple
throughout the Tampa Bay
area will continue to be
available everywhere you
pick it up now, delivered to
your front doorstep or via
mail.
And don’t forget you
can always checkout an
abridged version of the
paper on our website, theweeklychallenger.com. Revamped, its stunning color
photographs, timely local
news, and easy to navigate
setup will make keeping up

on community events just a
click away!
Whether it’s a snapshot
that grabs your focus, or an
article about a community
member, the Challenger
continues to bring you the
stories other papers don’t.
Complete with local high
school sporting events,
church news and arts and
entertainment, The Weekly
Challenger newspaper and
theweeklychallenger.com
continue to utilize all avenues available to reach
our readers while upholding the integrity and dedication you have come to
know and trust over the
past 45 years.
We cherish each and
every member of our community and encourage
everyone to take part in
continuing the legacy of
this fine establishment. So
if you know of an event that
is happening and think the
Challenger should cover it,
let us know.
Don’t worry, if you can’t
work a computer then just
mail it in to us at P.O. Box
35130, St. Petersburg, FL
33705 or fax it to (727) 8232568.

So although we have
said good-bye to the old
brick building located at
2500 Dr. Martin Luther
King St. S., we are saying
hello to a new chapter in
our history with a larger
online presence.
Our phone number and
email address will remain
the same, so you can still
contact us by phone Mon.Fri. between the hours of
9 a.m. and 6 p.m. at 727-8962922 with any questions,
story ideas, or requests.
Letters to the editor should
be sent to editor@theweeklychallenger.com
Articles on theweeklychallenger.com
are
abridged. Complete stories
can continue to be enjoyed
in The Weekly Challenger
newspaper which is published each Thursday.
Stories from community members are always
appreciated, so polish up
your people skills, take a
few clear and relevant pictures and write to us about
your event. Articles are
timely, so don’t wait. The
deadline for submitting stories is still every Monday
by 4 p.m.
We here at The Weekly
Challenger thank you for
continuing to support local
news and events and look
forward to another 45 years
in the business.
Don’t forget to like us at
Facebook.com/theweeklychallengernewspaper.




By Pastor Martin Rainey

Increasing village and parental
engagement: Speak out and step up!
For decades our children have been
underachieving from pre-school to
grade 12. Parent Support For Education Council (PSFEC) have been speaking as a group and individually to school
officials, school board members and administrators about the achievement gap.
Apparently without success for our children are still failing.
How do we help our school district
hear and listen? By moving for from
speaking out to stepping up!
In my 30 plus years, I have not experienced 100 villagers and parents from
south St. Petersburg assembly at the
school board meeting to share our concerns and demanding immediate
change.
For the past several months, the
PSFEC board members have been recruiting villagers, parent awardees and
other caring adults to STEP UP! Below
is a growing list of the 100ers. Let us
move from speaking out to stepping up!
Join us.
ADDIAN, QIANNA
BASHAY, CHARLOTTE
BRIGHT, JEANETTE
BRIGHT, LENDEL
BROOKS, EMMANUAL
BROWN, LASHONDA
BROWN, NYA
BROWN, NYA
CAPEHART, ESPER TYRONE
DANCIL, RACHEL
DAVIS, LUREE
DIXON, CAROLYN
EVANS, CASSIE
FARRELL, VEARICE
GARRETT, PHILLIP
GELIN, YOLANDA
GODBEE, STEPHANIE
HAMILTON, FABIAN
HARRIS, JANAE
HARRIS, MORRESIA
HENRY, DEBORAH V.
HILLS, CONSTANCE D.
HINES, PAULETTE
HOLLINGSWORTH, KRISTINA
JACKSON, LASHONDA
JACKSON, SHORANDA
JERGER, ANGELA
JOHNSON, INDIA L.
JONES, TAMEKA
KEYS, BARBARA
LATIMER, CRAIG
LATIMER, LANCE
LATIMER, LAWRENCE

LAWSON, JAMES
LAWSON, WANDA
LEE, ALMA
MCGEE, JACKIE
MCKINGHT, MONTAVIA
MIDDLETON, LEMUEL
MILLER, TONYA
NELSON, PAEMELA
NEWSON, CAROLYN
NEWSON, MARY
PARKS, CHIKZARA
PALMER, DANIELLE
PALMER, HELEN
PARKER, JOSHLYN E.
PETERSON, JEANETTA
PRICE, MARIE
RAINEY, MARTIN
REEDY, LAJOHANA
ROBINSON, JOYCE
ROBINSON, TONYA
ROBINSON, TRUDI
SANDERS, AKILAH
SANDERS, JAMON
SAUNDERS, MARY ALICE
SHINGLES, GLORIA
SMITH, DONAHUE
SMITH, JANICE
SMITH, JOSEPH
SMITH, KAY KAY
STRICKLAND, SHALANE
SUMMERS, SABRINA
THOMAS, CHARLENE
TURNER, DELQUANDA
TURNER, DEQUELLE
WALKER, DELORES
WATSON, LINDA
WILLIAMS, MAURICE
WILSON, FELICA
WILSON, JOSH
WILSON, RENE
WILSON II, ANTHONY
WILSON II, ANTHONY
WOODS, DELISHA
YOUNG, LESIE
Pastor Rainey is the President of the
Parent Support For Education Council,
inc., Chairman JWB South County Community Council and also serves as Outreach Pastor for Faith Memorial MB
Church, Rev. Dr. Bragg L. Turner, Senior
Pastor.
Pastor Rainey may be contacted at
mrainey390@verizon.net or 727-420-1326
PSFEC meets every third Thursday of
each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Hospitality House located at 3647 18th Ave. S.,
St. Petersburg, adjacent to South Side
Tabernacle Baptist Church.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
USF graduate student travels to Bolivia
ST. PETERSBURG –
“Environmental sustainability is a global effort in which
each of us carries a part of
the responsibility,” is a belief
that drives the determination
of Sakira Hadley.
In 2009, Hadley was featured as one of “Who’s Who
Among People in Tampa
Bay” as an upcoming leader
in the community. Today,
she continues to make a positive impact on her community
through
her
involvement in various organizations.
Hadley is a member of
the Zeta Upsilon Chapter of
Alpha Kappa Alpha Sorority,
Inc., the National Society of
Black Engineers, she volunteers as an ACT math and
science tutor with Ivy
League Tutoring, and also
serves as a mentor to students in the St. Petersburg
community.
Born and raised in St. Petersburg, Hadley graduated
from the International Baccalaureate Program in 2006
from St. Petersburg High
School and is a proud alumnus of the University of
Florida where she received a
Bachelor of Science degree
in Environmental Science.
She gained an interest in
engineering back in high
school working for Golder
Associates, Inc. as an environmental engineering intern where she was
mentored by Manitia Moultrie. While pursuing her undergraduate degree, she
continued interning with
them for five years where
her passion for engineering
and the environment kept
growing.
Hadley’s curiosity and
love for learning led her to
further her education at the

University of South Florida
(USF). As a second year
graduate student, she combined her passion for the environment and talents in
math and science to pursue
a master’s degree in environmental engineering.
In the summer of 2012,
she was chosen to travel to
Bolivia on a research fellowship supported by the National Science Foundation
where she spent a month
traveling to different parts of
Bolivia to conduct research.
This award is given to a
select few of outstanding students who have demonstrated exceptional potential
for international service and
research.
In Bolivia, Hadley research focused on the development of a procedure to
detect pathogens in wastewater for the purpose of evaluating wastewater quality for
agricultural reuse. Bolivia is
the poorest country in South
America. Every year thousands of people in Bolivia
suffer from food or waterborne diseases (such as typhoid) due to limited access
to safe water supplies.
The purpose of her research is to understand and
improve water treatment in
efforts to improve water
quality in developing countries. Seeing beyond her opportunity for research,
Hadley viewed her trip to Bolivia as an opportunity to
reach beyond her own community and give back to people in need by investing in
another country’s future.
Reaching out to her
sorority, she was able to
raise $1,750 in monetary donations to give to the small
city of Sapecho in Bolivia, to
help improve their water




By Jon Wilson

Celebrating Women’s History Month
Sakira Hadley
treatment system to improve
the water quality. The money
was donated to the city on
behalf of Alpha Kappa Alpha
Sorority, Inc. and their Environmental Sustainability initiative.
“God has given me a desire to make a positive contribution to global water
sustainability through my research. I feel that it’s our responsibility to reach beyond
our community and beyond
our nation so that we can invest in the future of a country that lacks access to
technological and financial
resources. They also have a
right to a future of clean/safe
water, better health, and a
more sustainable environment,” Hadley said when
asked what her motivation
was for her research.
Sakira Hadley will receive a master’s degree this
coming May from the USF,
and will also be inducted into
the Order of the Engineer.
After graduation, she plans
to work for a year as an environmental engineer before
pursuing her doctorate in environmental engineering.
Thank you Ms. Hadley
for being a concerned global
citizen, and a role model for
all who desire to make this
world a better place.

Dorothy Thompson, even as a
young educator, knew right was right
when it came to equal pay for black
teachers and white teachers – and she
sued the Pinellas County school district
to make sure every teacher was compensated the same.
This was in 1943 when Pinellas
County, like the rest of Florida and the
South, was strictly segregated. It was
dangerous professionally and sometimes
personally to challenge the status quo.
Thompson won her suit in 1945. The
School Board had to approve an equal
pay raise – but county school officials
were furious. They transferred Thompson from her job at all-black Pinellas
High School in Clearwater to Jordan Elementary School in St. Petersburg –
more than 20 miles from her Clearwater
home.
It was a clear case of official
vengeance and was widely viewed as
such.
“Everyone knew it was my punishment,” Thompson told Heritage Village
historian Ellen Babb in 1991. “At that
time, it was not fashionable for a teacher
to live one place and work another.”
But tiny Dorothy Thompson, who
stood less than five feet tall, proved spirited and tough.
“Every day when I left here to go
there, I thought about why I was going:
because I was considered uppity for demanding my rights as a human being,”
she told Babb.
Her tenacity and courage – she went
on to teach in county schools for 38
years – places her in the pantheon of
Florida civil rights heroes. In the Olive
B. McLin Community History Project at
the University of South Florida St. Petersburg, Thompson is noted among
the giants of the freedom movement in
Pinellas.
In 1981 after her retirement, Thompson opened an African-American history museum in her home. At the time,
such a museum was a rarity in Florida,
whether in a resident or in a public
building. Thompson’s featured black pioneer memorabilia, art, books, tape
recordings – and a plant display in the
front yard trimmed to resemble the

Thompson was transferred to
Jordan Elementary more than 20
miles away.
African continent.
Minson Rubin, a widely known
community historian in St. Petersburg,
was one of Thompson’s students at Jordan Elementary. Years later, he recognized what she had done not only for
equality but for making sure that the
past was remembered.
“I credit her with being the first person to bring out African-American history anywhere in the state of Florida,”
Rubin said in an interview several years
ago.
Thompson’s parents both were
teachers. She was born in Leesburg in
1917 and was two years old when her
parents moved to Clearwater.
Her educational journey was multifaceted. First she attended Clearwater
Colored Junior High School, and then,
because there was no high school yet
for black students in the north county –
though Gibbs High was up and running
in south Pinellas – Thompson attended
a private academy near Ocala. She went
on to earn a degree in health and physical education from Florida A&M,
where she minored in English and biology. Then she studied at the University
of Michigan for three summers to complete her master’s degree.
Thompson’s sorority was Alpha
Kappa Alpha, in which she held the title
of Golden Soror, representing 50 years
of service. She died in 2007 at age 89.
This is another in a series of articles
about African-American heritage and history in Pinellas County. Some information
from a previous story in the St. Petersburg
Times was used in this article.
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World Kidney Day to help educate
From KIDNEY, page 1

failure was and didn’t realize
that I was experiencing prekidney symptoms because
my doctor had never given me
any information or told me
anything about the symptoms,” she said.
Starling-Williams
was
aware of having high blood
pressure and diabetes, but
when the morning nausea
and the back pain started, she
decided to consult her doctor.
In an effort to control her
blood pressure, she was
placed on new medications.
“My new meds caused an
allergic reaction that caused
my kidneys to fail, now I have
full blown kidney failure,” she
explained. “I want to help educate women and the general
population about the warning
signs and treatment or prevention if caught early
enough. Once I got the diagnosis, I educated myself on
the different types of treatment.”
The kidneys’ functions are
to filter the blood. All the blood
in our bodies passes through
the kidneys several times a
day. They remove wastes, control the body’s fluid balance,
and regulate the balance of
electrolytes. If the kidneys fail,
the blood must be regularly
cleansed of toxins and extra
fluids by either a kidney replacement or by introducing a
cleansing solution into the abdomen commonly referred as

Starling-Williams demonstrates
how she makes sure all the air bubbles
are out of the line before treatment.
dialysis treatments.
The three types of treatment for kidney disease include hemodialysis, peritoneal
dialysis and kidney transplant.
The hemodialysis requires
the use of an artificial kidney,
known as a dialyzer to remove
built up toxins and water from
the blood and is performed in
centers.
Peritoneal dialysis introduces a cleansing solution into
the abdomen to flush out toxins and is usually done at
home with a care partner. The
ultimate treatment is a kidney
transplant, where the failed
kidney is replaced with a donated one. Starling-Williams
currently uses the home-hemodialysis treatments.
Because of her young age
and active lifestyle when first

diagnosed, her doctor recommended the peritoneal treatment
in
her
case.
Starling-Williams did in-center
dialysis and at-home treatments at the same time. Now
with help from her husband
Michael, who is her care partner, she only does home hemodialysis at night.
This advanced type of
treatment was first used in the
Orlando area, but through advocacy, for the past four years
it’s been available to patients in
this area.
On top of being a patient
ambassador for the dialysis
center she attends, she also
lobbies Congress for more
funding for both national and
international concerns of dialysis patients.
“The last time I was in

female and male veterans
who experienced sexual
abuse while on active duty to
receive specialized counseling towards healing and enjoying a full life. A person did
not have to report an incident when it happened or
have other documentation
that it occurred.
This is a welcome about
face for a military that, until
recently, denied that there
was a problem.
Due to documentary film
maker Kirby Dick’s “The Invisible War,” which debuted
at the Sundance Film Festival last June, and the brave
and heroic efforts of the survivors of MST who appeared
in the documentary and told

their own harrowing stories,
the U. S. military has
changed a standing policy of
sweeping this atrocity under
the rug, in a few short
months.
The film revealed that a
female soldier in a combat
zone is more likely to be
raped by a fellow soldier
than killed in the line of duty.
Also, in 2010, the Department of Defense estimates
that there were 19,300 service members sexually assaulted
2010 is the last year for
which data is currently available.
Symptoms of MST include sleeplessness, depression, agitated or irritable

Washington, D.C. was last
year in March. I went before
the U.S. Congress and Senate
to express concerns about
how Medicare and Medicaid
affect dialysis patients,” she
said.
Starling-Williams continues to live a very active
lifestyle and her ultimate goal
is to receive a kidney transplant. She is in the process of
losing a few more pounds to
be eligible for a transplant and
to be added to the transplant
list in Miami and at Tampa
General Hospital.
Her job as a food administrator with her family’s business, Starlings School #1 and
Star Camp, keeps her very
busy. Her family continues to
carry on the legacy her parents, Jimmy and Viola Starling, started more than 40
years ago.
Starling-Williams credits
her faith for keeping her
healthy both physically and
spiritually.
“Without God my health
would not be as good as it is.
God has kept me going and
my sustaining scriptures are
Romans 8:28 and Proverbs
3:5-6. I am reminded that
everything will be alright
when I read Romans 8:28:
‘And we know that all things
work together for good to
them that love God, to them
who are called according to
his purpose,’” she quoted.

From TRAUMA, page 1

“I want women and all
vets in the area suffering
from PTSD to know about
the center, who we are and
who we serve…we are not
at Bay Pines (our local VA
hospital), we are a community based program, so we
are in the community,” said
Maniaci.
Located at 6798 Crosswinds Drive N., Bldg. A,
this center like 300 other
Vet Centers across the
country does readjustment
counseling for any vet who
served in a combat theater,
qualifies and suffers from
PTSD. But, St. Petersburg’s Vet Center is special
in that it has a MST unit.
This center is a place for

mood, feeling jumpy or edgy
especially when topics involving sex are involved, difficulties in relationships and
some physical health problems.
St. Pete is fortunate to
have a Vet Center with a
MST component; the unit
currently treats 27 survivors.
The Department of Veterans Affairs and the staff at
the center want the community to know that if you or
someone you love has suffered from MST, there is a
place where you can seek
help. Locally, please call 727549-3633, or the toll free hot
line at 1-800-827-1000 for immediate help.
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LOOK NO FURTHER
FOR CHURCH SUPPLIES
Communion Items • Choir Robes
Bulletins • Bibles • Sunday School books
Gospel CDs / DVDs and so much more

Reader’s Choice Book & Gift Store
3951 34th St. S., St. Petersburg
(In the old K-Mart building)

(727) 867-3696
Open: Wednesday - Sunday
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Foster talks about next steps for
Tangerine Plaza

The third annual James Weldon Johnson
Literacy Festival this weekend
From LITERACY, page 1

BY JACLYN CAYAVEC
Neighborhood News Bureau

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Midtown Sweetbay,
which officially closed its
doors Feb. 6, was more than
just a grocery store – it was a
meeting place for neighbors.
The store served as the anchor for Tangerine Plaza at
the corner of 22nd Street
South and 18th Avenue
South.
The reason for the closing was simple – it was “underperforming,” according to
Sweetbay officials. Mayor
Bill Foster, who learned
about the closing from news
reports, said he was unaware
of any financial problems the
store was having.
“My initial reaction was
‘Wow, I wish I had a heads
up,’ but I understand why I
didn’t,” Foster said. “They
have their processes and they
didn’t want anybody to know
until the press release.”
The St. Pete Patch reported that during a St. Petersburg
City
Council
meeting on Jan. 24, Foster received criticism from council
members, who questioned
his plans and handling of the
store. Just two days earlier,
The Tampa Bay Times reported Foster was warned
about the financial struggles
of the store at a meeting with
Sweetbay officials at City Hall
in 2011.
“I know that there is a
scuttlebutt in the community
that I met with Vail in 2011,
two years ago; indeed that
was true. He never talked
about the financial condition
of the store,” Foster said. “If
there was anything we could
have done knowing that information, we would have,
but they never shared it. I
can’t help fix a problem if I
don’t know there is a problem.”
Foster also said that he
spoke with store manager
Tony Brown on numerous
occasions and nothing was
mentioned about the store’s
production that had cause for
concern.
“You would have thought
that that was their best producer, the way they spoke
about that store and its relationship to the Midtown community,” Foster said.
On tbo.com, readers re-

Tangerine Plaza
sponded to the news of the
store closing. Some commenters posted opinions on
the reasons Sweetbay was
“underperforming” – saying
patrons were stealing from
the store. Foster said he saw
nothing to validate those
statements and grants ignorance as the reason negative
comments are made when
news breaks in some communities.
“I think Walmart had a lot
to do with the impact on the
store – Sweetbay acknowledged that. One Walmart on
34th Street had some impact;
two killed them (Sweetbay),”
Foster said.
Foster said whatever
store takes Sweetbay’s place
- whether it’s a “discount”
store or a large, corporately
owned grocer - has to have
two main components – value
and selection.
“I think every great
neighborhood has a grocery
store. I don’t think it has to
be a national brand, but there
needs to be variety and selection at a good price,” Foster
said. “I don’t think it matters
if it’s Publix or Save A Lot; if it
comes to fresh fruit, frozen
goods and vegetables, it’s all
about value.
“You know, Walmart is
the model for value and selection, it’s not so much about
customer service; and people
go there because things are
cheap. Publix is the other
way, yes there is some value,
but that’s where you get the
great customer service. If
there’s a model that is kind of
in between - good,” Foster
said. “But the city will have
nothing to do with the decision of who goes there.”
So what’s next?
“You lose your anchor
you could have a problem

with your remaining tenants,”
Foster said.
The open businesses in
Tangerine Plaza include
Metro PCS, Suit World
Urban City, China Star
restaurant, Me Me’s Beauty
Gallery hair salon, and My
Beauty Supply store. These
businesses pay rent to landlord Larry Newsome, whose
company, Urban Development Solutions, developed
and own the shopping space.
The mayor said Sweetbay
is still paying up, and can continue to pay until they find a
sub-tenant.
Foster said Newsome has
the incentive to find a replacement, because even though
he is not losing money now
because Sweetbay is still paying the rent, the boarded up
doors are bad for the other
tenants, and could become a
problem in the long run.
“Sweetbay is paying a lot
of money every month with
zero income – it’s just a big
hole in the ground that
they’re throwing money in,
so their incentive is to find a
sub-tenant,” Foster said.
After these steps, Foster
said the city’s responsibility is
to close the deal.
“Once they have a fish on
the hook, I think it’s up to the
city to sum it down, to show
its commitment, not only
past, present, but future,”
Foster said.
Neighborhood News Bureau (NNB) is a working
newsroom, staffed by USF St.
Petersburg undergraduate and
graduate journalism students.
NNB serves Midtown and surrounding communities. To report your community news,
call 727-873-4741, or email
lclevela@mail.usf.edu. Visit us
online at nnbnews.com

“We’re trying to promote literacy,” Coney explained. “We try to get the
kids involved and expose
the library to the neighborhood so the people are
excited about the library.”
One such event, which
also happens to be a yearly
tradition, is the Walk for
Reading. That’s when children and their families join
together holding signs
which promote the benefits of reading and march
around the neighborhood
surrounding the James
Weldon Johnson Library.
And it’s the library that
Friends
of
Johnson
Branch Library member
Kevin Johnson hopes will
become the center stage
of the community. According to Johnson, just a few
years ago the neighborhood library was nothing
but an old room in the
Enoch Davis Center. Uninviting and basically just
housing books, the library
on the south side of town
was nothing to be proud
about and definitely not a
place residents flocked.
“It was a room,” Coney
agreed. “It wasn’t used as
much as they thought it
should be.”
So the city planned to
shut it down citing budget
cuts. Instead, Coney and
Johnson devised a plan.
They created a petition
and put in the leg work
getting enough signatures
to save the library. They
pushed for a standalone
building for the neighborhood and formed the
Friends of Library Group.
“In black neighborhoods, a lot of libraries are
housed with other facilities,” Johnson explained.
“We realized that we had
to raise the library focal
point.”
Both have supported
the library ever since.
Now nearly a decade later,
Coney and Johnson are
still striving to bring the
community together in
reaching the common goal
of higher education for the
neighborhood children.
“African-American
community libraries suffer
from low usage,” Johnson
said connecting it to the

Last year’s festival
days of segregation when,
“many black people were
not allowed in libraries.”
But today both Coney
and Johnson, along with
the other members of the
Friends
of
Johnson
Branch Library, are unified in their vision to annihilate the old way of
thinking in the AfricanAmerican neighborhoods
and instead endeavor to
build a community set on
increasing the awareness
of a quality education.
“We put the first typewriters in there, the first
printing machines, the
first computers,” Coney divulged speaking of the materials the Friends’ group
have brought to the library, “and we helped get
the readership and the use
of the library up.”
Today, geared toward
benefitting
everyone’s
tastes and desires, the
James Weldon Johnson Library promotes a family
like atmosphere and is full
of audio books and houses
up-to-date computers with
internet access for residents’ use. Programs
aimed at improving literacy are also held throughout the year.
So this Saturday, wake
up a little earlier and head
on down to the Johnson
Branch Library. Take advantage of the FREE
books too. Donated by
local bookstores and purchased with donated
monies, Coney is excited
to see the children’s faces
as they are handed their
new books. Working tirelessly all year to further
educate the youth of the
south side, he relishes in
the happiness giving
brings him.
“Their eyes light up,”

he said when speaking of
the joyous response he
sees each year with the
passing out of the books.
“To see the families on the
ground reading the books,
it gives me a warm feeling.”
Venders will also be on
site and Coney promises
this year’s food vendor will
knock your socks off.
With lip smacking barbeque on the menu served
out of an antique fire engine you can’t go wrong.
“It is a cool looking apparatus,” Coney exclaimed
in anticipation.
Gift cards to local
restaurants and bookstores will also be on hand
and Coney plans to hand a
lot of them out. “We have
a varied selection of giveaways for adults as well as
the children,” he promised, so be sure to get
there early.
Special guests are
lined up to appear
throughout the day, including St. Petersburg
Mayor Bill Foster and
other prominent members
of the community. So head
on out and support the
James Weldon Johnson Library and literacy here in
St. Petersburg.
“We need to educate
our students so they can
become entrepreneurs,
come off of government
assistance, [and] become
whatever they want to be,”
reminded Johnson.
The Literary Fest is
Sat., March 16 from 10-4
p.m. and is located behind
the library. Bring your
lawn chairs, blankets,
whatever makes you comfortable and prepare for a
day of fun, friends, families, and of course books!

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS
727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

H EALTH & WELLNESS
• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
Food Stamp Application/SNAP
Medicaid Application - Recertification

727.403.3366
www.helpushelpuinc.org
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HEALTH & BEAUTY


By Marlo Scott

WeeklyChallengerWellness@gmail.com

Who’s doing
your hair?

Getting the
Best of You
By Dee Mortellaro

Too stressed to be blessed

Bonnie Harvin
Have you ever started down one
path and life takes you in a completely
different direction? Well, keep reading
this story and you’ll find that it is not in
our power to direct our steps — only
God has that authority.
Bonnie Christina Harvin was born in
Greensboro, N.C., and moved to the
Bartlett Park area of St. Petersburg in
the early 1990s. She worked for eight
years as a surgical scrub technician at
St. Anthony’s hospital and went back to
school to become a licensed practical
nurse.
Working double shifts and raising
her family, Harvin was pleased with her
career path. In early 2011, a law was
passed in the Senate that prohibits anyone with a felony on their record to
work in the healthcare field. Even
though the charges were 13 years old,
she still fell under the time frame.
“For about five years, from 19951999, I was involved in a lot of things
like grand thief, strong arm robbery,
credit card schemes and all kinds of
senseless things. I’m not bragging but I
don’t want to ever forget where I came
from and how far I’ve come,” Harvin
said as she praised God and her mother
for delivering her from that lifestyle.
She tried fighting the charges but
because it was a statue, it was little she
could do. Harvin joined the Black
Nurses Association and teamed up with
some key people that fought her case.
“Those were great days,” said
Harvin “we visited Tallahassee several
times back and forth. Even some key
people from the St. Pete community like
Wengay Newton and Toriano Parker
showed their support.”
A committee of healthcare professionals eventually worked with the Senate to rework the statue, but in the
meantime, she had to feed her family.
She fell back on a profession she disliked as a child, but one she was born to
do.
As a young girl, she used to spend
her summers in New York with an aunt
who owned a hair salon in Brooklyn. Although she did not like working in the
salon, she suffered through for the tips
she knew were coming.
“I would shampoo, sweep, take out
rollers and help make wigs. My aunt
would make the wigs and then put them
on a dome cap, which was a very thick
stocking cap. I didn’t know that God was
preparing me for my future,” Harvin
confided.
In 2009, Harvin opened The Hair
Store in Clearwater located at 1720

North Ft. Harrison. Unlike St. Petersburg, there weren’t many choices when
it came to stores that offered hair. Her
shop had two stations in the back where
she made wigs and applied eyelashes.
Harvin obtained her full specialist license in 2008, to care for skin with an
emphasis on the scalp. With her background in nursing, she knew she was
heading in the right direction to incorporate her knowledge of anatomy and
wig making. In 2010, she became a licensed hair braider that did not work
with chemicals.
“I wanted to come with a healthier
approach in my service of hair care,”
she said.
Her business became so popular
that she converted her shop into a full
salon and christened it Bee Artistry.
During her journey as a stylist, two
of her good friends started to experience hair loss; one had alopecia and the
other had lupus. They so graciously let
her use their heads as practice boards.
Harvin would do their hair for free; all
they had to provide was the supplies.
“This went on for a while,” Harvin
explained, “so I decided to pursue a career in cosmetology, which I will soon
graduate from, and the sky’s the limit
after that. With my background in
health and skin I want to show the client
ways to protect the hair so that it may
grow I discovered that hair grows best
when there’s time allowed to completely
rest.”
After watching Chris Rocks’ movie
“Good Hair,” Harvin became committed
to offering healthy hair care. She does
not want clients to think that the only
option they have for beautiful hair is getting a weave.
“Don’t be a slave to the weave. Once
your hair has grown out, you are free to
go and maybe seek out a natural hair
style,” she urged.
If a wig is what you prefer, she encourages her clients to invest in good
quality hair such as Peruvian,
Malaysian or Brazilian. They run anywhere from $250 - $300 but they can last
up to a year, which allows the client to
save money.
This mother of three has two adult
young men, and one preteen daughter
that can be seen at the shop learning
her mother’s trade.
For an appointment, please contact
Bonnie Harvin at 727 248-2280. She
splits her time between Bee Artistry in
Clearwater and her St. Petersburg location housed at Dr. Frogue’s Hair Salon,
2535 MLK St. S.

BE SURE
TO CHECK
OUT OUR
‘WEBSITE!
TheWeeklyChallengerNewspaper.com

Yes, I know that’s not how the saying
goes. But sometimes, that’s how life
goes. Today is a milestone birthday for
me and as I think about life over the past
few decades, I can’t believe how blessed
my life has been.
This perspective really struck me
yesterday, my last day in my 40s, when
I spent some time talking to a very dear
friend who recently had a seizure. He
was the best man in our wedding and
lives about 15 minutes from my home. I
call him every November for his birthday and he calls me every March for
mine but we don’t speak or see each
other in between. As he described how
fortunate he was that his brother found
him unconscious in time to call paramedics I remembered that earlier in the
day I was furious with my daughter for
misplacing a pair of my shoes. She and
I fought for more than one hour about a
ridiculous pair of sandals that I thought
she had misplaced. There were a lot of
hurt feelings and in the end it was me
who had misplaced them.
My daughters are amazing. They
work hard in school and have jobs.
They have been healthy and so have I.
They are honest and caring to others.
We’ve had financial ups and downs and
fleeting health concerns but have always made it through life’s struggles,

blessed.
This morning, I went to see my
mother who lives in a nursing home and
she was beaming with a beautiful smile.
It’s not a bad facility as far as nursing
homes go but I certainly can’t imagine
being in that environment for longer
than a few minutes at a time. She has
lived through a brain aneurysm, stroke,
coma, breast cancer and two rounds of
hospice. Today she smiled as she sang
me “Happy Birthday” and said, “look at
all my pictures of my grandkids. I’ve
never been better.”
There have been times where I have
thought “if I only had my own car, or I
can’t wait to go back to work or I’ll be so
happy when I loose weight.” Goals are
fine and helpful but I want to be sure not
to overlook all that I have been blessed
with on the way to reaching other goals.
So the real saying goes “to blessed
to be stressed.” In addition to focusing
on physical health this year, I want to
focus on not taking days for granted.
Every day is a gift. When my mom was
first starting to wake up from the coma
several years ago I was sleeping in her
room in a chair most days. She had a
nurse who used to say every morning,
“Thank you Jesus! Her eyes are open
today.” Maybe we should all say that
every day?

Stop it, I say!
Wild and ridiculous salon situations
Today is Friday and as a barber I am extremely busy. My client and I are talking
and sharing some details about his very interesting night last night. Apparently, this
new girlfriend whom he has been dating
for a few months has pulled the ultimate
act of deception and betrayal.
“Man, do you know I went by her place
and she wouldn’t answer the door right
away, so I knocked harder. When she finally let me in, something seemed strange
in the atmosphere. Another man was over
there beating my time! They both better be
glad I didn’t see the guy because both of
them would have gotten hurt.”

So, I gave him a few words of encouragement, and just as he was leaving he
greeted my next customer who sat in the
chair. This next customer began to chat
about the rough night he had because
some girl invited him over and said she
was single, but a few hours later her
boyfriend was knocking at the door.
Stop it, I say! Could these guys’ stories be about each other? Man, I have got
to stay prayed up because I could have
been on the witness stand messing around
with these guys and their adventurous love
lives.

Herbal Remedies
Try rosemary for hair health
Rosemary is good for the hair. It is effective as a circulatory conditioning
agent, helps in hair loss, strengthens the hair follicle, soothes the nerves
and promotes of hair growth. You may even rinse your hair in rosemary
seeped in water (preferably spring or rain water). For a moisturizer, use
three tablespoons of raw shea butter, one pinch of rosemary grounds, and
two drops of lavender oil mixed together. You may use on the scalp every
other day, or use to moisturize skin as desired. Store in an airtight container. Mix more as needed so it may stay fresh and be more effectual.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
First African-American director at City Theatre
From PLAY , page 1

Jazz musician John Lamb honored
What does local resident and jazz
musician John Lamb have in common
with the following jazz musicians: Ella
Fitzgerald, Duke Ellington, Dave
Brubeck and Lionel Hampton — the
Satchmo Award. Now you know.
The Satchmo Award is presented by
the Jazz Club of Sarasota to individuals
who have made outstanding contributions to jazz. An original idea of Jazz
Club founder Hal Davis in 1987, it was
named in tribute to the legacy of jazz legend “Louis “Satchmo” Armstrong. The
trophy was designed by the late sculptor
Frank Eliscu, who also created football’s
famous Heisman Trophy.
This year the Jazz Club of Sarasota
selected as recipient of the prestigious
Satchmo Award, local St. Petersburg
resident and jazz musician John Lamb.
Lamb was chosen for his untiring
contribution to the world of jazz both locally and internationally, including his
involvement in education. He possesses
the ability to play a number of musical
instruments, but is mostly known for his
upright string bass playing.
In addition to Lamb’s 10 year involvement with the famous Duke Ellington
Jazz Orchestra, he has performed with
jazz pianist Red Garland, jazz vocalists
Ella Fitzgerald and Peggy Lee. He has
also appeared on the Ed Sullivan Show,
the Bell Telephone Hour, performed
with the Boston Pops, New York Philharmonic Orchestra, the Florida Orchestra, St. Petersburg Opera Company,
Jazz at the Philharmonic, the Kool Jazz
Festival and many more.
Since Lamb’s retirement from the
Pinellas County School system, he has
performed as leader of the Original AllStars, a local jazz band, and performs
regularly with the Suncoast Dixieland
Jazz Band. He is also a mainstay of the
jazz trio led by popular jazz guitarist
Nate Najar, plus you might see him accompanying local blues and jazz song
vocalist Rose Bilal.
The award ceremony was held at the
Player’s Theatre in Sarasota last Thursday evening, and was part of the Jazz
Club of Sarasota’s 33rd Annual Jazz Festival. That same evening, Lamb was

Photograph © Ken Franckling

joined by drummer Patricia Dean and pianist Mac Chrupcala in providing musical support to internationally renowned
jazz vocalist Giacomo Gates.
Gates, making his very first Sarasota
performance, a nominee for “Rising Star
Male Vocalist in the 2012 DownBeat
Critics Poll, delighted the close to 400
concert attendees with his strong baritone voice, keen sense of timing and the
ability to vocally reshape jazz standards
at will. He scat sings famous instrumental solos and vocally copies the sounds
of various musical instruments. In this,
there is no contrivance or gimmickry for
its own sake, but is entirely conceived
within the context of the music.
Gates began the concert with his
rendition of “Lady Be Good” singing the
lyrics of Eddie Jefferson over a Charlie
Parker solo. He continued with “In
Walked Bud,” wherein, he and Lamb
traded bass lines with Gates verbally
simulating a bass instrument. This was
followed by popular Miles Davis’ tunes
“Four” and “All Blues,” which are on
Gates’ most recent CD aptly titled
“Miles Tones.”
The concert which was surely a
highlight of the jazz festival, ended with
an encore “P.S. I Love You.” Based upon
the many favorable comments regarding Gates’ performance, we’re sure to
see him in a performance again in the
very near future.

CUSTOMIZED ADVERTISING CAMPAIGNS
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“They’re just so captured.”
Preparation for the play
was extremely quick for
community theater, Sutherlin said, with only a little
over a month to pull it off.
Only averaging roughly
three hours of rehearsal
time each night, the fast
pace mirrored the professional theater world. Even
so, Sutherlin is proud of not
only her personal accomplishments, but those of
her cast and crew.
“I watch my actors conquer their own demons,
their own personal fears, so
that is very cool,” Sutherlin
remarked. “They’ve really
stepped up.”
“To Kill a Mockingbird,” is written by Christopher Sergel and adapted
from the novel by Harper
Lee. Although the heart of
the story centers around a
racial issue, a black man accused of raping a white
woman, Sutherlin chose to
examine the human struggle present in the play, instead of focusing on white
and black.
“I wanted to explore
that individual struggle that
we have when progress is
being formed and the
thoughts and ideas of progression is being created,”
Sutherlin stated. “Those
steps that need to transpire,
so that we can have
progress.”
Although the final product is well worth it, Sutherlin admits there have been
some bumps in the road.
From casting changes, to
technical issues, to time
constraints and even personal struggles, Sutherlin
and her crew have weathered it all.
“To be an effective director you have to be able
to deal with multiple personalities,” Sutherlin explained, “and you have to
be able to talk the talk.”
Which is something she
admits was hard for her to
do at first. Only 33, Sutherlin found herself the wearer
of many hats and dealing
with varying personalities
in order to keep the show
moving. At times it was a little awkward as she attempted to come to terms
with having to correct and
take charge, especially with
those on the crew more advanced in years.
“I come from an older

Sutherlin gives a student direction at Gibbs High
School for the play “Polaroid Stories.”
family so anyone that is
older than me they’re my
elders. You’ve got to respect them,” Sutherlin remarked. “So I had to set
that aside and say, ‘You
know what? I’m the boss
here.’”
And it is her ability to
take charge and make the
tough decisions that have
allowed “Mockingbird” to
be a success in its run thus
far at the St. Petersburg
City Theatre. A characteristic she definitely perfected
during her day job.
A teacher of arts for
over a decade, Sutherlin
has spent the last five years
instructing students in the
Pinellas County Center for
the Arts, teaching Performance Theater, at Gibbs
High School.
Rising early and teaching all day, Sutherlin sets
out to her first of two rehearsals. The first with her
high school students, as
they perfect their upcoming production of,
“Polaroid Stories,” which is
due to open April 30, incidentally, Sutherlin has
made history as the first
African- American Theatre
Performance teacher at

The Weekly Challenger
 


Gibbs. And the other at the
City Theatre preparing for
“Mockingbird” and perfecting its scenes.
Although there’s not
much sleeping scheduled
for the young director and
switching gears so quickly
is sometimes a daunting
task, Sutherlin is enjoying
every minute of her life and
wouldn’t change a thing.
“It’s really cool the two
worlds I’m having to live in
right now,” Sutherlin commented, “I teach actors all
day long and I love it.”
Along with “Mockingbird,” Sutherlin has worked
at The St. Petersburg City
Theatre as a stage manager
for, “9 to 5, the musical” and
as an assistant director for
“Hairspray.”
The flyer touts “To Kill
A Mockingbird” as a ‘gripping must see,’ so grab a
bite to eat, head on down to
St. Petersburg City Theatre, and enjoy.
Tickets are available at
the door, or to reserve your
seats in advance, contact
the box office at 727-8661973. The play runs
through the Sunday. Adults
are $22 and students/children are $10.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
High school sports
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

LARGO — (Boys Basketball) On Friday night
in Largo, the Pinellas
County Senior All-Star
game will be held. The
starting time will be 6 p.m.
for the middle school
game that will feature the
up and coming stars who
will be transitioning to
high school. The senior
game will start at 7:45
p.m. Admission is $5.
South County Roster: Boca Ciega: Dallas
Moore, DJ White; Dixie
Hollins: Sean Brow, Brandon Patrick; Gibbs: Darrel
Fuller;
Lakewood:
Shabazz Waller, Jared
Gregory; Northeast: Auggie Sanchez; Osceola:
Freeman Hinson; St. Petersburg:
Demontrae
Adams.
North County Roster: Countryside: Darnell
Lovett, Jared Siminski;
Dunedin: Alan Kolundzic,
Largo: Juwan Brown, Reggie Moore; Palm Harbor
University:
Tyler
Holmquist;
Seminole:
Matt Cassity, Jarron King,
Noah Weller; Tarpon
Springs: JT Aguilar.
Track and Field:
Trayvon
Bromell
of
Gibbs, arguably one of the
best sprinters in the
Tampa Bay area and possibly in the nation, turned

in a great performance at
the West Coast Invitational. Bromell won his
signature events the 100
meters (10.51) and the
200 meters (21.67) against
some stellar competition.
His time in the 100 meters is the fourth fastest
time in the nation and his
200 meter time is the 13th
fastest in the nation as
well. The highlight of the
meet was when Bromell
covered so much ground
that his team upset Lakewood’s 4x100 meter relay
team who is nationally
ranked and previously undefeated. Gibbs won it
with a time of 42.5
Girls Softball: Canterbury is currently ranked
No.3 in the 2A classification. They are the highest
ranked team in Pinellas
County in any classification. Lakewood Spartans
(7-1) are playing some of
the best softball lately.
They are led by their ace
Mariah Watts. She is no
stranger to the diamond.
Last season she performed admirably, however she did not have a
great infield. This season
the infield has been transformed and is anchored
by four freshmen. The
Spartans are really making some noise in South
County and are head and
shoulders above their
competition.

Have any questions or
comments about TWCSports? Email Us!

Congratulations
Keith Thurman!

Keith Thurman poses for photographs after
winning the WBO Inter-continental
welterweight championship boxing match
against Jan Zaveck, of Slovenia, at the Barclays
Center Sat., March 9, in New York.
Thurman won the fight by unanimous decision.
(AP Photo/Frank Franklin II)

My opinion
BY PHILLIP HAYWOOD
Sports Writer

ST. PETERSBURG - If
you are in a small market
for baseball, what do you
do as far as keeping some
of your best talent around?
Pay large salaries, right?
Here’s the problem, when
it comes down to paying
African-American baseball
players, the Rays seems to
have some inconsistencies
in their pay scale.
For instance Quentin
McCracken, Randy Winn,
Carl Crawford and B.J.
Upton have all been victims
of becoming stars and
salary casualties. McCracken and Winn were acquired through trades;
however, Crawford and
Upton were developed
within one of the finest
farm organizations in all of
baseball.
For a longtime, Crawford and Upton were vastly
underpaid when the Rays
were struggling to win
games, but they later became stars. The Rays allowed them to play through
their contracts and at the
end of the day they opted
not to resign them.
This is what I don’t understand, how do you develop these guys, they give

you some of their best
years and you decide to let
them go? Crawford went on
to sign a mega deal with the
Boston Red Sox. Upton also
signed a huge contract with
the Atlanta Braves along
with his brother Justin
Upton.
“We are in a small market and our attendance is
not one that is line with the
league average,” said Rays
owner Stuart Sternberg
says.
However, does this
mean you do not have to
pay certain players? Case
and point, Evan Longoria,

who is often injured over
his major league career,
was given a gargantuan
contract extension and is
also the face of the Rays.
David Price, last year’s
American League Cy
Young award winner, will
be facing the same
dilemma as the others that
were mentioned above.
Price is the Rays ace on one
of the best pitching staffs in
baseball. The decision will
be a hard one for the Rays
whether they will keep
their best pitcher. He
makes anywhere from $7 to
$10 million a season. If he

becomes a free agent, I see
the Yankees adding him to
their already beefed up
staff and paying him $15 to
$20 million.
The bottom line is that
African-American players
for the Rays, who came up
through the farm system,
have never been resigned
or given huge contract extensions like Longoria. If
the Rays are serious about
keeping one of the best
young pitchers in baseball,
they will ante up and pay
for top level talent. Price deserves every dime, if the
Rays decide to pay.

A champ at 48, Bernard Hopkins
could keep fighting
PHILADELPHIA
—
Bernard Hopkins has another belt around his waist
and a slice of boxing history to his name.
He just might not have
another bout.
The oldest boxer to win
a major title, the 48-year-old
Hopkins said he could retire a champion if he’s no
longer inspired and the
right bout doesn’t materialize.
“If I’m not motivated,
and the competition is not
there, if it’s a meaningless
fight, it’s time to roll, man,”
Hopkins said by phone
Sunday.
Hopkins scored a 12round unanimous decision
over Tavoris Cloud to claim
the IBF light heavyweight
championship
Saturday
night. Hopkins became the
oldest boxer to win a major
title, extending the record
he set by beating Jean Pascal for the WBC light
heavyweight title on May
21, 2011.
Hanging up the gloves
is not Hopkins’ first choice.
He wants to keep fighting if
the right opponent and network home can be found.
Hopkins won’t return to
a Philadelphia gym and
train for a fight just to fight.
“I just want to sit down
and see what’s out there
that’s meaningful and if it’s
worth the mental training,
the mental stress, the

things I know how to do to
win,” Hopkins said.
He’s coming off his
most convincing victory in
years in the 175-pound title
fight against the 31-year-old
Cloud. Hopkins connected
on 169 of 417 punches and
opened a cut over Cloud’s
left eye.
He stayed Sunday in
New York and celebrated
with a slice of cheesecake,
a well-earned treat for a
straight-edge fighter who
abstains from alcohol, late
nights, and sweets. He’s
crafted a lifestyle that’s allowed him to fight as he
pushes 50.
Winning at his age already makes him a novelty
in a sport where so many
fighters are finished in

their 30s. He’s always been
adamant at going out on his
own terms and building on
the legacy that already includes a dazzling 20
straight middleweight title
defenses.
“I don’t want to be a circus act,” Hopkins said. “I’m
a very proud man. They say
fighters get old in the ring.
No, fighters get old in the
gym when no one’s honest
enough to tell them they’re
old.”
Hopkins also ran into
promoter Don King in the
hotel Sunday morning.
Cloud had been considered
the last prospect in King’s
stable. King and Hopkins
have long had an acrimonious relationship; Hopkins
boasted last week of finish-

ing off King once and for
all. But King told Hopkins
he was proud of him in
their brief chat. Hopkins
said he appreciated the gesture.
So, if not retirement,
what’s next? Hopkins said
before the fight he’d like to
face WBO light heavyweight champ Nathan Cleverly. But Cleverly has
contractual commitments
ahead that could make that
fight an impossibility. Hopkins will keep looking for
one more big fight on HBO
or Showtime. If not, it’s off
he’ll go as the oldest champ
to quit on top.
“I have some historymaking moments in me.
Not a lot,” he said, “but
there are more.

Have any questions or comments about TWC Sports? Please Email us at Sports@TheWeeklyChallenger.com
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     

     






  

  

 




  

   












 


 







Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 



Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry
3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389
Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/












Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.
















   
    
   
   
  
   
    

Victory Christian Center Church

  

    















 


Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.






  
 





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.

 
 

 

 



Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays

Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.




  






 

 
 





 

 
1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 




  
  
     
   
 



BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.





 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida





 



Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ
Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
St. Mark MBC
The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community
at large, its wish that there would
be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their lives. St. Mark is
grounded in a Christ-centered
doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a haven
of hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and thirsting
after the enlightened word of God.
At St. Mark, we are Christians
willing to work and partner in
unity, praising God for His awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
Events for March 2013
Mar 17 - St. Mark Men in
Harmony ~ Annual Concert at
4 p.m. ~ Featuring Choirs from
throughout the Community.
An event you don’t want to

miss!
Mar 18-22 - Progressive M
& E Baptist State Convention I
Jacksonville, FL.
Mar 24 - Palm Sunday
Mar 27-29 - Congress #2
Hosted by Southside Tabernacle ~ Services 7 nightly. Saturday Morning Children’s
Praise Rally Begins at 9:30.
Mar 29 - Good Friday
Mar 31 - Resurrection Sunday (Easter) –Two Services:
Sunrise Service at 7 a.m. and
Morning Worship at 10:45 a.m.
Weekly Scheduled Activities
for St. Mark
Sunday School held for both
children and adults of all ages.
Sunday School starts each Sunday morning at 9:30 a.m. All are
invited to come out and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members
and the general public are invited

to come out study the Bible with
us, and learn “What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Tuesday
at 6 p.m. Children in the community are welcomed to join us.
N I. K. E. After School Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on Tuesdays &
Thursdays (closed during holiday
seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry every
Monday from 6:30 p.m. (Bible
Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at
7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible
Study is held every Wednesday at
9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible
Study every Wednesday evening
at 7 p.m.

Sat., March 16 from 11 a.m. –
4 p.m. Serving fish and

shrimp dinners. Call 727-6878400 for more information.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church, “God’s
House in the City,” under the
leadership of Dr Rickey L. Houston extends an invitation to the
community to join us as we declare the living Word of God.
Join us at 9 a.m. for Sunday
School and at 10:15 a.m. worship
service. Bible Study and Teen
Summit/Children Rising are held
on Wednesday evening, at 7.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered,
People-centered, Team-centered and Biblebased teaching ministry; with
priorities focused on Love, Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in worship,
we care for one another, we culti-

vate the fullest spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and we communicate
God’s truth at every opportunity.
Living out these principles results
in a kaleidoscope of ministries for
all ages and interests. We also encourage the community to make
use of our Prayer Line. (727-3219645)
The Youth Ministry is
preparing for their Spring Harvest Fest, Sat., March 16 from 113 p.m. on the grounds of Bethel
Metropolitan.
Activities: Bouncers, music,
seniors corner, horseshoes, volleyball, basketball, soft ball, T-ball,
gospel line dancing, jump rope
and much more. Clothing, shoe

giveaway and grill master cookoff – who can really burn on the
grill? Come taste their samples!
Bring the family! Bring your
friends! Look to see you there!
Celebrating God’s favor and
blessings with church family and
community.
Women of Grace Ministry
Standing on the Promises of
God’s Fellowship Saturday,
March 23, 9-10:30 a.m. Motivational speaker Hedy Prevost.
“Jesus On Every Scene In
2013” Matthew 28:20
Telephone: 727-327-0554.
Fax:
727-327-0240.
Email:bchurch5@tampabay.rr.co
m. Website: www.bmmbc.org.

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church
The New Mount Olive
Primitive Baptist Church cordially invites everyone to our
All Ministries Day on the
third Sun., March 17. Our
Men of Valor Empowered
(M.O.V.E.) Ministry is in
charge of this program. The
theme is “Use the Gift.” The
supporting scripture is Ephesians 4:1. We are expecting
an uplifting,joyful time as we
praise our God. Our Fellowship Singers will render song
service at the 11 a.m. service
and our dynamic pastor,

Elder Cedric L. Williams will
bring the morning message.
The Junior Ushers will graciously greet you at the door.
Our guest for the 3:30 p.m.
service will be the efficient
Elder Christopher O’Bryant
and Zion Hill Primitive Baptist Church of Lakeland, FL.
Come one, come all and help
us make this day a memorable occasion as we continue
to grow people with a passion
for God’s principles.
On the fourth Sun.,
March 24, at 4 p.m., we will

ST. PETERSBURG —
The 10th Street Church of
God & New Hope Missionary Baptist Church 2013
Easter Production presents
“God Is Not Dead” featuring
five time Stellar Awards Winner Pastor Charles Jenkins
singing
“Awesome”
#1
gospel song of the year from
“The Best of Both Worlds,”
Inspired People CD.
Pastor Jenkins was born
and raised in St. Petersburg
and grew up singing in the
“Sunshine Choir” at 10th
Street Church of God. Pastor
Jenkins became a licensed
minister at age 16 and was ordained two years later. He at-

tended Moody Bible Institute, Chicago where he
earned a Bachelor of Science
degree in Christian Education and he has a Master of
Arts in Religion from Trinity
Evangelical Divinity School.
Jenkins has served as
Senior Pastor at Fellowship
Missionary Baptist Church
Chicago for the past 12 years.
Pastor Jenkins is married to
Dr. Tara Rawls-Jenkins and is
the father of Princess, Paris
and Charles Jenkins, III. He
is the son of Gwendolyn
Elaine Jenkins of St. Petersburg and the older brother of
Carlton Jenkins, Chicago.
The production is Fri.,

March 22 at 7 p.m. Lakewood
High School Auditorium
1400 54th Ave. S. The School
Board of Pinellas County is
neither sponsoring nor affiliated with this event. For
more information call New
Hope MBC 727 896- 5228 or
10th St. COG call 727-8673242.

Friendship MBC

United for Christ
United for Christ invites
you to their Fundraiser on

Easter Production featuring
Pastor Charles Jenkins

observe our Parsonage Mortgage Burning. We thank God
for bringing us this far. We invite all to come and celebrate
with us as we give praises to
God for allowing us to make
this accomplishment. Elder
Bruce Sanders, Pastor of St.
James Primitive Baptist
Church of Mulberry FL will
bring the message and the
Brothers of Harmony will
render the song service.
Come on out, we will be looking for you.

“The Ship – One Lord, One
Faith, One Baptism, One
Church.”
Join us as we embark on
our continuous exciting journey
for 2013 in His glory and honor.
We will saturate the year with a
focus to introduce Jesus Christ
to our community.
Friendship is a committed
church family open to all who
wish to embrace it. If this season you have not visited a
church, we cordially invite you
to come and fellowship with us!
MARK YOUR CALENDAR
March 24 – National Marriage Celebration: The Ship
will be recognizing our married couples during the 10:45
a.m. worship service. Come
join us as we commend their
Victory in Christ. All FMBC
married couples are encouraged to register (Marriage
Ministry) in the church
atrium by Sun., March 17.
March 25 – 29: ROAD TO

CALVARY REVIVAL – 7 p.m.
nightly. Dr. John A. Evans,
Sr., Pastor and the Friendship
family invite you to participate in a Road to Calvary Experience! Bring a friend,
family member or loved one
for awesome praise and worship PLUS powerful nightly
messages. Now is your time
for “Total Surrender, Total
Sacrifice and Total Stewardship.” II Corinthians 9:6-8.
March 31 – Resurrection
Sunday! A Sunday celebration rejoicing in the resurrection of Jesus Christ promises
to be a vibrant mix of praise
music with Choir-led and
congregational singing and
inspiring messages laced
with God’s love from Dr. John
A. Evans, Sr., Pastor, Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church. Worship Service at
6:45 a.m. and 10 a.m.,
Drama Ministry at 8:30 a.m.
Breakfast will be served.

Have you found the key? If
you’re looking for the key to
happiness or heaven, you’ll find
it through Jesus Christ. Dr.
John A. Evans, Sr., and Friendship welcomes you to our open
doors. Friendships’ Morning
Service starts at 7:45 a.m. and
10:45 a.m. Sunday School begins at 9:30 a.m.
The Youth Enrichment –
Awana curriculum convenes on
Thursday nights, at 7. First
Lady Teresa Evans, director of
Youth Ministry.
Prayer still works for the
glory of God. Come join us each
Wednesday for Noonday Bible
Study or each Wednesday night
at 7 p.m. as we study in the
Book of MARK, Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr., facilitator.
Friendship is located at
3300 31st St. S., St. Petersburg,
Florida 33712. Our telephone
number: 727-906-8300.
www.fmbctheship.org
God Bless You – The Ship!
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